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Andris Vilks
National Library of Latvia

Andris Vilks (1957) was born in Riga, graduated 
the Doctoral program of the Library and 
Information Sciences at the University of 
Latvia. He works at the National Library 
of Latvia since 1978, and since 1989 is 
Director of the Library. 

Andris Vilks’s research has focused on 
library marketing and management, rare 
books and book history. He has been 
the author of many publications. Andris 
Vilks has contributed signifi cantly to the 
development of the new National Library of Latvia 
project, which includes not only the construction 
of the new building, but also establishment of the 

country wide library network and National 
Digital Library. 

In 1997 Andris Vilks received the Order 
of the Three Stars (the highest order 
of the Republic of Latvia) and also 
diff erent orders of Lithuania, Estonia, 
Poland, Sweden and the Netherlands for 
contribution to the culture development 

and cooperation. He is an honorary 
member of the Latvian Academy of 

Sciences, a chairperson of Latvian National 
Commission for UNESCO and a board member of 
the “Bibliotheca Baltica” and “LIBER”.

Speakers’ list

Federico Milani 
European Commission

Deputy Head of the Creativity Unit at the 
European Commission - DG CONNECT. 
The Creativity Unit supports research 
(and innovation) on areas such as 
human computer interfaces, simulation 
and visualisation, games engines 
and immersive experiences and the 
development of tools for the cultural 
and creative industry. It also support 
the development of Europeana and new 
solutions for digitisation and preservation 
of cultural heritage. Previously he was 

Deputy Head of Unit of the Cultural Heritage 
and Technology Enhanced Learning Unit 

(2011-2012) and Deputy of Head of Unit 
of eContent and Safer Internet Unit 
(2001-2011). From 1991 to 2001 he was 
a researcher at Culham Laboratories in 
Abingdon, where he was responsible for 
the plasma position and shape control 

system.
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Lora Aroyo
VU University Amsterdam

Lora Aroyo is an associate professor at 
the Web & Media Group, Department 
of Computer Science, VU University 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

Her research work is focused on 
semantic technologies for modeling 
user and context for recommendation 
systems and personalized access of 
online multimedia collections, e.g. cultural 
heritage collections, multimedia archives 
and interactive TV. 

She was a scientifi c coordinator of the 
NoTube project, dealing with the 

integration of Web and TV data with the 
help of semantics, and a number of 
nationally funded projects, such as CHIP 
and Agora, dealing with modeling events 
and event narratives. 

She has been co-chair of numerous 
workshops on crowdsourcing, social web 

and cultural heritage. 

Dan Cohen
Digital Public Library of America

Dan Cohen is the Founding Executive 
Director of the Digital Public Library of 
America, serving that organization’s 
mission to “make the cultural and 
scientifi c heritage of humanity available, 
free of charge, to all.” 

Prior to this post, he served as a 
Professor of History and the Director 
of the Roy Rosenzweig Center for 
History and New Media at George Mason 
University. His books include Digital History: 
A Guide to Gathering, Preserving, and Presenting 
the Past on the Web, which he wrote with Roy 
Rosenzweig. 
He was an inaugural recipient of the Digital 

Innovation Fellowship from the American Council 
of Learned Societies, and was awarded the 
Frederick G. Kilgour Award from the American 

Library Association.

Abstract: 
“After years of bringing disparate 
collections together, it is clear that 
large-scale digital libraries have more 
than just quantitative properties; they 
have new, qualitative properties. These 

emergent properties, including a rise in 
serendipitous discovery and the synthesis 

of formerly remote data, come from the 
mixture of geographically separate, but related 

collections, from the diversity of item types, and 
from the leveling of the playing fi eld between 
small and large collections.”
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Markus Krötzsch
Technical University of Dresden

Prof. Dr. Markus Krötzsch is the chair for 
Knowledge-Based Systems at the Faculty 
of Computer Science of TU Dresden. 

He obtained his Ph.D. from the Institute 
of Applied Informatics and Formal 
Description Methods (AIFB) of Karlsruhe 
Institute of Technology (KIT) in 2010, and 
thereafter worked as a researcher and 
departmental lecturer at the Department 
of Computer Science of the University of 
Oxford. From November 2013 till his appointment 
as a professor in July 2016, he was leading a DFG 
Emmy Noether research group at TU Dresden. 

Krötzsch has made important contributions to 
the development of Wikipedia’s free knowledge 
base Wikidata, to the popular semantic content 
management system Semantic MediaWiki, and to 
the widely used W3C OWL 2 ontology language 
standard. He has published many works in leading 

journals and conferences, and two textbooks on 
semantic technologies, one of which has been 

recognised as Outstanding Academic Title by 
the American Library Association.

Abstract:
Wikipedia’s youngest sister project 
Wikidata is just four years old, yet it 
has already gathered an impressive 
collection of free knowledge as well as a 

bustling community. Indeed, one would 
expect nothing less of a project which 

strives to provide the chief knowledge 
base on all subjects from all Wikipedias in 

all languages. Nevertheless, some areas and 
topics are more successful than others, and, 
looking closer, we can see that cultural heritage, 
information integration, and authority control are 
making signifi cant contributions to Wikidata as a 
whole. In this talk, I will present Wikidata, discuss 
the most recent fi gures and developments, and 
present fi rst new fi ndings regarding the usage 
of Wikidata based on our ongoing analysis of 
Wikidata query patterns.

In 2012, Simon published the Balanced 
Value Impact Model. Working together 
with Europeana this model was been 
used as the basis for the Europeana 
Impact Assessment Framework, and 
to develop ‘Workers Underground: 

An impact assessment case study - 
Europeana 1914-1918’. 

Simon Tanner
King’s College London

Simon is Professor of Digital Cultural 
Heritage at King’s College London and 
also the Pro Vice Dean for Research 
Impact and Innovation in the Faculty of 
Arts and Humanities. 

His research interests encompass 
measuring impact and assessing value in 
the digital domain, digital asset management, 
digitisation and imaging. 
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Shawn Averkamp
New York Public Library

Shawn Averkamp is Manager of Metadata 
Services for NYPL Digital at the New York 
Public Library. She directs metadata 
strategy and production for NYPL’s 
digital collections and collaborates on 
the development of digital repository, 
asset management, and library 
discovery applications. 

As part of NYPL Labs, she has contributed 
to innovations in public participation and 
collections reuse through explorations in linked 
data, metadata enrichment, and quality control. 
Prior to joining NYPL, she supported metadata 
management, digital humanities, digital 
preservation, crowdsourcing application 
development, and data curation at the University 
of Iowa Libraries as Data Services Librarian and 
Interim Head of Digital Research & Publishing 

and as a Metadata Librarian at the University of 
Alabama Libraries. 

She holds a Masters degree in Library and 
Information Science from the University of 

Iowa.

Abstract:
How can disruptive change, whether 
political, economic, organizational or 
environmental, aff ect the integrity and 

availability of cultural heritage online? 
How can our core platforms and systems 

help bolster cultural heritage stability in 
times of change? Through highlights of past 

innovations at NYPL Labs and an introduction to 
a new aggregation initiative, this talk will explore 
the possibilities of applying resilience thinking to 
the practice of innovation in the service of building 
production systems that are more adaptive to 
change.

Effi  e Kapsalis
Smithsonian Institution Archives

As Head of Web, New Media & Outreach 
at the Smithsonian Institution Archives, 
Effi  e Kapsalis uses technology and 
storytelling to provide the public 
meaningful experiences in the 
Smithsonian’s vast archives that are a 
vital part of American history, scientifi c 
exploration, and international cultural 
understanding. 

To increase awareness and use of the 
Smithsonian’s collections and resources, 
she contributes to several pan-Smithsonian 
outreach and crowdsourcing eff orts including 
the Smithsonian Transcription Center, Flickr 
Commons, Wikipedia, and the Smithsonian App. 

Also, she advises on policies related to digital 
collections, digital strategy, and accessibility. She 
has more than 15 years experience managing, 

designing, and developing content for digital 
environments in museum, corporate, and 

educational settings. 

She received her master’s degree in 
industrial design focusing on pervasive 
technology at the University of the Arts 
in Philadelphia, PA in 2003. 

Abstract:
This presentation highlights the fi ndings 

in a study conducted in 2015 (presented at 
SXSW2016) examining the impact of cultural 
heritage open initiatives on organizations’ 
missions, fi nances, staff , and more. It also looks 
at the author’s recent projects coupling openness 
and accessibility.
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Joan Cobb
J. Paul Getty Trust

Joan Cobb is currently leading the project to 
publish the Getty Vocabularies as Linked 
Open Data. 

Since joining the Getty in 1990, Joan has 
played a primary role in the design and 
development of the custom software 
necessary to support the growth and 
usage of the Getty Vocabularies and 
AATA Online. 

Joan came to the Getty with a background in 
an array of programming and design experiences, 
ranging from academic and medical research to 
energy management and hazardous chemical 

tracking. She began her career in computing 
after more than a decade as teacher and master 
teacher with the public school system and 

government/industry sponsored programs. 

Abstract:
Joan’s talk will focus on the status and 
roadmap of the Getty’s commitment 
to make its knowledge resources 
freely available to all. These resources, 
which are especially important to the 

international research community, 
include content from across the diff erent 

Getty programs, comprising image content, 
metadata, and identity information (often 

called “authorities”) regarding people, places, 
objects, and art-historical concepts.

Mia Ridge
British Library

Mia’s PhD in digital humanities (Department 
of History, Open University) was titled 
‘Making digital history: The impact 
of digitality on public participation 
and scholarly practices in historical 
research’. 

Formerly Lead Web Developer at the 
Science Museum Group, Mia has worked 
internationally as a business analyst, 
digital consultant and web programmer in 
the cultural heritage and commercial sectors. 

Mia has held international fellowships at Trinity 
College Dublin/CENDARI, Ireland (2014), the Polis 
Center Institute on ‘Spatial Narrative and Deep 
Maps’ (2012) and the Roy Rosenzweig Center 

for History and New Media One Week One Tool 
program (2013), and had short Residencies at the 
Powerhouse Museum (2012) and the Cooper-

Hewitt Design Museum (2012). 

Mia has post-graduate qualifi cations in 
software development and an MSc in 
Human-Centred Systems. She is Chair of 
the Museums Computer Group (MCG) 
and a member of the Executive Council 
of the Association for Computers and 

the Humanities (ACH). 

Abstract:
Mia’s talk will touch on some of the themes 

of the conference, including the impact of 
digitising materials and making them available 
online, various forms of audience engagement, 
and innovative projects in digital heritage and 
scholarship.
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Agenda General Assembly meeting 2016

TRACK 1: EUROPEANA NETWORK ASSOCIATION GENERAL ASSEMBLY Chaired by Joke van der Leeuw-Roord

1. Governance 
Joke van der Leeuw-Roord (Management Board member and Chair of the Voting/Elections Working 
Group) will update you on governance matters, in particular several amendments to the Associa-
tion’s statutes. We will ask you to approve the following documents:
• Paper 1: Minutes of the 2015 meeting of the General Assembly (for approval)
• Paper 2: Amended Association statutes (for discussion and approval)
• Paper 3: Introduction to the amendments to the statutes (for information and Q&A)

2. Finance 
Paul Keller (Treasurer of the Association) will present you with an overview of the Association’s fi -
nances. You will be invited to approve the following documents:
• Paper 4: Financial report 2015 (for discussion and approval)
• Paper 5: Financial update 2016 (for information and Q&A)
• Paper 6: Provisional Budget 2017 (for discussion and approval)

3. The Association in 2016 and 2017
Max Kaiser (Chair of the Association) will look back on the achievements of the last two years, and 
outline the plans for next year.
• Paper 7: Association Annual Report 2015-2016 (for discussion and approval)
• Paper 8: Association Activity Plan 2017 (for discussion and approval)

4. Members Council Elections
Rolf Källman (Management Board member and Chair of the Voting Committee) will introduce the 
2016 Members Council elections, and kick off  the voting period. You’ll be entitled to vote for up to 3 
candidates to fi ll the 28 open seats!
• Paper 9: Members Council elections 2016 (web page for information; election of up to three   
 candidates per voter)

What can I vote on?
The 2016 voting process comprises two main items: approving a series of Association documents 
(listed below), and electing 28 new Councillors to the Members Council. By fi lling out the voting form, 
you will be able to make your voice heard on all of the papers for approval (you can approve, not 
approve, or abstain from making a decision), and you can vote for up to three candidates for the 
Members Council. All the papers are available via http://pro.europeana.eu/our-network/network-as-
sociation-newsletters. 

How can I vote?
The voting period runs from Tuesday 8 November until Monday 14 November 23:59 CET. You will 
receive an email with a link to the voting website and your personal log-in details. All documents and 
decisions to be made will be introduced during the meeting of the General Assembly on 8 November 
in Riga. A summary of the presentations, questions and discussions will be made available on Europeana 
Pro before the end of the voting period.


